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Christmas Shoe-boxes

It is not really possible to express how grateful we are to everyone who lovingly
prepares a shoe-box for children here in Belarus. For many of them, it will be
the only present they receive and for some it will be the first present they have
ever received!

You cannot imagine the joy on their little faces, when they open the lid. | wish
we could capture it and send it over to you.

Thank you so much !

Some highlights from 2009

As we look back over the past year and search for photos to include in this newsletter, there
are so many happy memories, of special fimes with the children; the foster families; and the

people who have been to visit.

Foster Families

It has been good to build relationships with the families and to be there for them, through the challenges and the
celebrations. One of the hardest things we had to do this year was to reduce the amount

of support we distributed so that it matched the amount of sponsorship being

donated. It was a very difficult decision to make, because all of the families are

worthy of support and it is a big help to them. We really need more sponsors

for the families and if you can help then please complete the support form

and refurn it today.

Home Improvements

With the help of kind donations, we have been able to help three families

with home improvement projects this year. In each case basic village

It's fantastic to help the families in this way and many of our visitors have helped
with the practical work, especially the team from Gloucester. They came over for

ten days and worked really hard. When we asked the mother if she would like to have eight people, helping with

the renovation work for a week, she was so overwhelmed that she started to cry.

Visitors

It has been good to receive all of our visitors and they have been a great

blessing, in many different ways. One of our mothers said recently, that she

finds it amazing when people fravel from the UK to visit their families. It's a

great encouragement to know that people are willing to give their time

and share in the lives of the orphan children.

Sponsored events - going the extra mile!

We are massively grateful to everyone who supports TOP Kids! but we

need to say a very special ‘thank you' to those who have literally ‘gone the

extra mile!’. Two girls entered a marathon; Four young people cycled an 850

mile round frip, from Torquay to Paris and back; and another group of young

people, walked about 12 miles from Bristol to Glastonbury. We are so proud of you all

and thankful for the funds that have been raised. Your efforts enable us to provide the kind of emergency support

that is needed from time to time. Recently, we went out and bought a whole load of food for a family in need and

some winter boots fo replace the ones that had worn out. All of these things cost money and it was great to know

that we had the funds available!

homes have been upgraded so that more children can live in a loving family.

Contacting us:

Top Kids
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Family Cenire

We probably all Rnow the phrase that says,
‘good things come to those who wair,
well af the moment, we are sfill waiting
for the family centre butr hopefully the
waiting will be worthwhile and sometimes
we have fo be patient.

We want fo maRe sure that we get the
right place for everything we are planning
fo do, so we are not anxious, but it would
be very nice to secure a place in the near
future.

We looR af other options and each fime
we feel that the place in our hearfs is
where we need fo be.

We will definitely ler everyone Rnow when
we have our centre!

TOP Kids!

Support Forrm

Your details:

If monthly - please complete the standing order
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From Andrew & Avril

Some of you have specifically asked us fo
report more about oursclves personally. It is
very Rind of you and we are happy to do so,
because we very much appreciate your love
and concern.

Recently, we were visiting a family and | was
telling the foster mother that when we refurn fo
the UK, people suggest that we are some
Rind of hero’s but we always say that
the hero’s are the wonderful foster
parents who care for the children!
She was quite overwhelmed by
such encouragement but for us,
i's the fruth and we consider it #
a grear privilege fo be able fo
come alongside such amazing =
people.

We are nor working on our own. %
We have a small feam of Rey '. N
pcople working with us. For our *' &
first nine  months we had fo
manage without regular  franslation
bur in the summer we were able fo
employ a brilliant young lady called Masha, who
is a bi-lingual sccretary, as well as being very
creative. She loves children and she is a great
blessing.

ThanRfully, we are both well and adjusting more
with every new day. We have been living here
now for just over one year - how fime flies -
but there is sfill lofs to learn. Avril is busy taRing
on the challenge of learning the Russian
language, with the help of a very Rind young
lady. | need to improve my linguistic abilities but
unforfunately I don’t have the spare fime

necessary ar the moment. | can make
mysclf undersfood in a lof of situafions but
i's still a great challenge.

I remember reading a phrase once that simply
said, ‘I’'s amazing what you can learn to do, in

a year, when you set your mind fo it’. | must
admit, ir really made me thinR.
We are very happy in our flaf. People have
made us so welcome and we’re networking
with people who also have a heart to help the
orphan children.
Some things never cease to amaze us,
especially when it comes fo driving in the city.
Drivers are so selfish and they regularly cut you
up, driffing between lanes, just so that
they can get ahead. Jumping red lights
is very common and if you sfop on
amber the chances are someone
will ram info the back of you.
Buying things in the shops can be
fun. Ir's fine if you Rnow what
you're doing but when someone
asks you a question, that’s when
it can all fall apart. Often the staff
will looR at you as if to say, you
must be foreign.
This vyear, it has been particularly
encouraging for us fo receive visitors.
Some we Rnew very well and some we'd
only met bricfly before but affer working
tfogether and having fun along the way, we can
say thar you've all been a greal blessing o us.
Most visitors have said that they want fo come
again and that is music fo our cars because we
know that Belarus has found a place in their
hearts. We are looRing forward to receiving lofs
more in 2010.
There are so many things that we would like to
see accomplished and fime goes by so fast. Our
heart is fo be a blessing fo the people of Belarus
and especially the children.
We are so grateful to everyone Who supports
us. We Rnow this is where we need to be and
we miss you all but if's grear to Rnow  that
you're thinRing of us.
ThanRk you so much, with much love, A&A
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